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What have you to say to that, Mr. Cousins?—A. I don’t know in the first
instance, who wrote the letter—

Q. I do not know that it would do any harm, but I am not going to tell
you the name.—A. It does not make any difference, but if any letters come into
our office—

Q. I do not think he is a milk shipper, I do not know, but he does not say
s0.—A. I have not the faintest idea, but here is a report of the dividends paid,
apart from the stock dividends. In April we paid $2,678.89; in July we paid
$2,678.89; in October we paid $2,678; in January, 1932, we paid the same, and
so forth.

Q. Mr. Cousins——A. If the lady did not get her dividends, there must
be something wrong.

Q. —it is Mrs. Ellen Payne Boyd of 86 City Ave., Granby.—A. Yes.

Q. How is it she did not get her dividends?—A. I have not the faintest
idea, but I will take the matter up. If the dividends were paid at that time,
she received or—this is George Payne's daughter, is it?

Mr. TEtrEAULT: She is his sister. Her cheque was mislaid somewhere.

The Wirxess: I wonder if you will be kind enough to let me have that
letter.

Hon. MeMmBERS: No, no.

The Wirness: There is no animus against it. If the lady has not received
her dividends it has gone astray, because dividend cheques have gone out.

By Mr. Bowman.

Q. Give him the address—A. I know them well; I know Colonel Payne
and his sister well.

By Mr. Pickel:

Q. Who are the directors of vour company?—A. Reynolds.

Q. Reynolds from where?—A. From Granby, Andy Cordner, N. Cohen,
Fred Cleary—I am not quite sure—of course, myself and my son are on the
board, and I do not know what others there are.

Q. How often do you meet?—A. At the call of the Chairman.

Q. How often does the Chairman call them?—A. About once every three
months.

Q. Do they attend every three months?—A. Some of them do, some of them
don’t.

Q. You own how much of the stock?—A. You mean the company’s stock?

Q. The Ernest Cousing Company—A. We have gone through that, that
gentleman has those figures.

Q. You can just repeat it.—A. About 70 per cent of the company’s stock.

Q. What percentage of the preferred?—A. I have not that figure in my
mind, but I will let you have it.

Q. Send them up?—A. Yes.

Q. Mr. Cousins, is there any reason why the farmer should be penalized
for suiplus milk, the surplus milk you get when you get that milk and sell it
for sweet cream, getting a good deal higher percentage on the transaction than
you would on whole milk?—A. On the basis of which?

Q. Or is it just a means of getting something for nothing?—A. No, we ask
nothing from the farmer. He has the privilege of sending his milk to the butter
factory, where he gets far less.

Q. That does not get us dnywhere. I have two or three milk returns here,
and I notice in January that the——A. Yes.

Q. Do you regulate your test by the price you pay?—A. Yes.

Q. You regulate your test or percentage——A. No, we buy all milk at 3.5.
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Q. That is the standard?—A. Yes, and I might raise a very moot point
here. I have here a compendium of all the tests for a year, and I might say
here that most of our milk is Holstein milk, which I think is a more wholesome
milk than that derived from any other cattle; it is all right to the point, and
this milk averages 3.4, 3.4, 3.3, 3.3, 3.4,3.3,3.3 3.3,3.2, 3.4, 3.2, 3.4, 3.4,
3.4, 3.6,4., 3.5, and so right the way through the dates. Now, the milk which
we put out, I have here certificates from Dr. Donald, containing bacteria counts,
and butter fat—

Q. All right, Mr. Cousins.—A. The milk we put out runs 3.8 and as high
as 4,3.6,3.6,3.8,3.8,3.7, 3.8.

Q. Excuse me, this is the milk you distributed?—A. Yes, that is the milk
we distributed.

Q. The milk vou received does not average 3.5?7—A. No, some of it, no.

Q. How do you increase it, then?—A. Why, we simply add cream to make
good milk out of it.

By Mr. Spotton.:

Q. Mr. Chairman, I would suggest, as we have another witness here, and
since the memory of the present witness ig so poor, and since he has not a
decided definite statement to make from his own knowledge, but falls back
on the auditor’s report, we are getting nowhere, we are wasting time. I would
suggest that the committee relieve this witness for the present, and the sub-
committee use its discretion in recalling him again, and bringing his auditor
with him. The son was too young, and I am afraid the father is too old; his
memory is failing—A. Possibly, ves.

Q. You may be a milk baron in Montreal, but you are a common, ordinary
private citizen as a witness before this committce—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You have not helped your case this morning—A. It is perfectly all
right.

Q. I would move, Mr, Chairman, that you relieve this witness temporarily,
and the sub-committee use its diseretion about recalling him, and bringing
somebody with him who knows something, and who is not a sidestepper, and
that we go on with the next witness.

‘Mr. BerTraND: I second that motion, Mr. Chairman.

The Acting CHAIRMAN: It is in the hands of the committee. I should
not like to prevent any members of the committee from asking any questions
they desire to ask now.

Mr. Duptis: I should like to ask a question.

The Actine Cmairman: Mr. Porteous was on his feet first. Dr. Pickel,
have you finished?

Mr. Proxen: Yes, I have finished for the time being, seeing he is to be
recalled.

Mr. Toamaron: I just want to make a statement before this witness retires.
This witness was asked for the information that I have asked for, and I do
not propose, as far as I am concerned, to release the witnesses of this company
until I get that information.

The Wrtness: That is perfectly all right, sir,

By Mr. Porteous:

Q. I should like to ask a question or two before the witness is dismissed,
with regard to surplus milk. You made a statement that you give the farmer
the preference of keeping his surplus, if he so desires?—A. Most decidedly.

Q. Have you any patrons who do that?—A. Well, we compel them to do
that, sometimes.






































































